PDS Supplement Thucydides Optional Readings

Thucydides

Thucydides (ca. 460 — ca. 395 BCE) is best known as an historian of the Peloponnesian
War and is often credited by modern (and most post-Renaissance) political theorists and
historians as the father of scientific or rationalistic history due to his investigation into
cause and effect and his focus on the Realpolitik. While many argue that these trends place
Thucydides in stark opposition to his predecessor Herodotus, there is much common
ground shared between these two historians. Both primarily wrote —or at least conceived
of —their works while in exile, both investigate with an aim to discover the causes of
various events, and both choose a prose format for the composition of their histories (and
in so doing fully establish history as a prose genre). In fact, Thucydides seems to connect
his History of the Peloponnesian War to the Histories of Herodotus. While Thucydides covers
in detail the first twenty years of the war between Athens and Sparta, he also describes
in a passage called the Pentecontaetia the progression of Athens in the time between the
Persian Wars (the focus of Herodotus” work) and the outbreak of the Peloponnesian War.
Stylistically, however, the two could not be farther apart. While Herodotus’ fluid running
style makes occasional appearances in Thucydides” narrative sections, the best known
passages of the latter’s work, especially the rightfully famous speeches, are composed in
a style that is best described as thoughtfully dense. In the passages provided here, keep
an eye out for ellipsis, anacoluthon, archaism, careful avoidance of parallelism, frequent
shifts of construction, antithesis in sense (instead of direct verbal antithesis), the use of
abstract nouns and concepts, and a general density of expression.

Passage a: Proem (1.1.1)

Bovkvdidnc AOnvaiog Evvéyoae tov OAepov Twv ITeAomtovvnoiwv kat ABnvaiwy,
WG EMOAEUN OV OGS AAAT)AOVG, AdREAUEVOS eVOVS kaOloTapévou kat EATtioag péyav
te ¢oec0aikal AELOAOYWTATOV TV TEOYEYEVNUEVWY, TEKUALQOUEVOS OTL AKUALOVTES
TE NOAV €C AVTOV AUPOTEQOL TTAQAOKELT T A0 Kol 10 &AAo ‘EAAN VKOV 6wV

EVVIOTAUEVOV TIQOG EKATEQOVG, TO eV eVOVG, TO D& KAl OLAVOOVLEVOV.

Vocabulary:

axpalw — to be at one’s height, in one’s prime
a&lodoywtatov = a&o/Aoyo/

Olovoéw — to intend, have in mind
Evv-=ogvv-

tekpaigopat — to take as proof, judge, estimate
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Passage p: Methodology (1.21-22)

[21] £k O¢ TV elonuUévav TekUN LWV OPWS ToXVTA AV TIC VOULILWwV HAALoTa & diABov
OVX AHAQTAVOL, KAl 00TE WG MO Tal VUVIKAOL TTEQL ATV €Tl TO HeElLOV KOOLOUVTEG
HaAAOV ToTeVwV, oUTe WG Aoyoypdgol EuvéDeoav ETl TO TEOOAYWYOTEQOV Ti)
AKQOACTEL 1| AANOEoteQov, Ovia AveLEéAeykTa Kal ta TOAAX VIO XQOVOL avTWV
ATOTWG €Tl TO HLOWOEG EKVEVIKNKOTA, MNLENoOaL d& 1ynoduevos €k Twv
ETUPAVETTATWV ONUEWV WG TTAAALX ELVAL ATTOXQWVTWS. KAl O TOAEHOG 00TOG, KAlmeQ
TWV AVOQWTIWV €V @ HEV AV MOAEU@OL TOV TAQOVIA alel HEYLOTOV KQLVOVTWY,
navoapévwy 0¢ o doxatla paAAov Oavualdviwy, A" aVTOV TV £0YWV OKOTOLOL

dNAwoet Spwe pellwv yeyevnuévos avtv.

Vocabulary:

axkEoOaoLs, -¢wg, M (= &kpoaat/) - hearing

aveEéAeyktog, -ov = &(V)/€E/EAeyK/T/-

AmoxXewVvTwe — sufficiently

ExVikdw, etc. — to win its way

HvOwdNG, -e¢ — legendary, fabulous

TEOOAYWYOG, -0V (= TeooaywYO/) — attractive, persuasive
TEKUT|OLOV, -0V, TO (= TekUNoL0/) — proof

VUVéw, OpvNow, ete. (= Opve/) — to sing

VMO XEOVoUL = by lapse of time
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[22] Kat 6oa pev Adyw eimov ékaotol 1) pEAAOVTEG TTOAEUT|OELY 1) €V AT 101 OVTEG,
XAAETOV TNV akpifelav avt)v Twv Aex0éviwv dixpvnuovevoat v ot te wv avtog
Nkovoa Kat Toig AAA00EV mo0ev pol dntayyéAAovoy: wg d' dv €dOKoLYV EpolL EkaoTol
TEQL TWV Alel MAQOVIWV T déovia HAALOT elmely, exopéve OTL Eyyvtata Thg
EVUTIAONG YVWOHUNG TV aAnBwg AexOévtwv, oltwg elontat T O €Qya TV
noaX0éviwv €v t@ MoAéuw OVK €K TOL maQatuxovtog muvOavopevog néiwoa
Yoa@ewy, ovd' wg €uol €dokel, AAA' 0ig Te AUTOG TARNV KAl AR TwV XAAWV 6o0V
duvatov axpBela meQl EKAOTOV £meLeAD@V. EMTOVWS O& VELOKETO, DLOTLOL TAQOVTEG

TOLG €QYOLS EKAOTOLS OV TAVTA TEQL TWV AVTWYV EAEYOV, AAA' WG EKATEQWV TIS evVOIAG

N

N UVNHUNG €XOL KAl €C HEV AKQOAOLV (0WG TO M1 HLOWOES aVTWV ATEQTETTEQOV
paveltar 0oot d¢ BovANoOVIAL TWV TE YEVOUEVWV TO OAEQES OKOTELV Kal TV
HeAAOVTOV ToTE avOIC KAt TO AvOEWTIVOV ToloUTWV Kal maganAnoilwv éoecdat,
WPEALLa KOLVELY abTA AOKOVVTWG EEeL KTNHA TE € alel HAAAOV 1) dywVIopA €6 TO

TIAQAX QT AKOVELY EVYKeLTAL

Vocabulary:

AYWVIOUQ, -pHatog, To - contest

axpifewr, -ag, 1) - exactness, accuracy, precision
AQKOVVTWG - enough

avOpwmivog, -1, -ov — human, belonging to mankind
QATeQTUG, -€¢ — unpleasant, less attractive
dxpvnuovevw, -eVow, ete. — to remember exactly, call to mind
dtotL — because of the fact that

EYYVs — adv. — near (+ gen.)

eméENABov — to discuss thoroughly or accurately
emimovog, -ov — toilsome, laborious

evvowa, -ag, 1) - goodwill, partiality

KTNUA, AToG, TO — possession

pvrun, -1, 1) - memory, recollection

EVykeuay, ete. — to be composed

Ot + superl. adj./adv. = w¢ + superl. adj./adv.
TAQATIANOL0G, &, OV — near, nearly equal, just about
niagaxonua, adv. — on the spot, at the moment, immediate
WPEALLOG, -0V — useful, beneficial



